
Ball Moving on the Putting Green 

 

If the player causes the ball to move, add a one 

stroke penalty and replace the ball. 

 

If a ball which was at rest is moved by the wind, 

no penalty and the ball is played from its new 

position. 

 

If a ball when placed fails to come to rest on the 

spot on which it was placed, then it must be 

placed at the nearest spot where it can be placed 

at rest that is not nearer the hole. 

 

Should weather conditions interfere with play, the position of the hole can be changed during 

a match play round provided in each match, the players play with the hole in the same 

position. 

In stroke play, all competitors are required to complete the round with the hole cut in the 

same position. Only when a damaged hole cannot be repaired, may the committee make a 

new hole in nearby similar position. 

The options for a committee when it is discovered that a position of the hole is causing 

problems for players with the balls moving or not coming to rest are summarised below.. 

1. Continue play on the basis conditions are the same for all players 

2. Take some action such as watering the green between groups to make the hole 

location less severe 

3. Declare the round null and void- cancel the competition 

4. Suspend play, relocate the hole and have ALL players who had completed their 

rounds replay the hole at the conclusion of their rounds 

5. Have ALL player disregard their scores for the hole in question and play another hole 

for their score for that hole 

Options 4 & 5 are only recommended in extreme circumstances. Decision 33-2b/1.5 

Remember, don’t just take my word for it and always consult your rules book 
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